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Students sing happy birthday to 107-
year-old war vet

Second World War veteran Charlie Fisher turned 107 Friday and three students from OSDSS and others sang
happy birthday and presented about 250 birthday cards to him at his Owen Sound home.

Second World War veteran Charlie Fisher holds his old Bullet camera, with which he took hundreds of
photos during his military service, in Owen Sound on Friday.

A member of the Royal Canadian Legion was there and so was Emily Jolliffe, director and chief curator of the
Billy Bishop Museum, who brought back for the day his Kodak Bullet camera, medals and leather jacket from his
war service, while they remain on loan to the museum.

The birthday cards were started by students in Ryan Mcmanaman's Grade 12 history classes at OSDSS. “We've
tried to incorporate that as much as possible to . . . relate it back to our own community,” Mcmanaman said.

The birthday card project grew to include different departments and students from Grade 9 through Grade 12,
said Mcmanaman, who joined the group at Fisher's doorstep. The initial idea was to make 107 birthday cards, one
for each year of his life.

Student James Millson, 18, said his card was a simple birthday wish and war service commemoration.
Classmate Foster Tannahill, 17, said “I just think it's a really cool move by the school and the community to come
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together and wish someone like Charlie a happy birthday.” Jocelyn Walpole, the student council president, joined
them at the door, where happy birthday was sung.

“He's in disbelief” of his 107th birthday, said one of Fisher's three daughters, Donna Fisher-potter, before the
visit.

“He's said this fall many times as we talk about the impending birthday, he said 'I can't believe it. How can that
be?'"

She said her father is doing quite well. He has been receiving visitors and calls, which he continues to note in
his journal.

Fisher was born in London, England. His military service began when he enlisted in Owen Sound and ended
when he was discharged in 1947.

He was a driver who rose to the rank of sergeant. After the war, he co-founded Fisher & Deboer autobody shop
in Owen Sound, retiring in 1985 at age 71. First he joined the 5th Armoured Division, RCASC, in Aldershot. He
served as a driver with the Transport Corps, which shuttled food and materiel to troops, and later transport
sergeant at Canadian Military Headquarters in London, England.

He participated in the Defence of Britain, the Italy Campaign and in France, Holland and Germany. Along the
way he took hundreds of photographs, some of which have been displayed at the Billy Bishop Museum, where
they're being digitized. He also contributed to the exhibit Liberation Spring, which can be seen at
www.liberationspring75.com/peace-project.

“We are losing that generation,” said Dave Alexander, who helped arrange the students' meeting with Fisher.
He's a retired OSCVI history teacher and long-time Billy Bishop Museum volunteer, currently serving as vice-chair.

“We're down to tens of thousands I believe, Second World War veterans” in Canada, Alexander said. He also
attended the birthday visit.

“They're our last connection to the living memory of that war,” along with their families, he said. “As far as the
active fighting goes, he is the last connection to that living memory.” Very few local Second World War veterans
remain, he said.

Sixty young men who attended OSCVI didn't come back from that war, along with many other locals. History
students at OSCVI, and now OSDSS, have studied their service files and some continue to do so in Mcmanaman's
classes.

Legions try to keep the memories of past sacrifices alive. Friday's birthday visit by the students reinforces an
even deeper connection for the young people, Alexander said.

“For each individual that made a card at that school, they're making a connection to Charles, who is part of
that living memory,” Alexander said.

“For me, for commemoration, it's important to have a cenotaph like we do in Owen Sound. But maybe one of
the best ways to commemorate those who are still alive and those who are no longer with us is to have a student
study their experience and learn about it.”
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